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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -5 and 1 1 -20 are pending in this application 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5 and 11-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable 
over Sankar (US 7065706) in view of Karamchedu et al. (6345351). 

4. As per Claims 1 and 1 1 , Sankar teaches the invention substantially as claimed 
including a method for dynamically associating type information about extensible 
messages in a service-oriented architecture, the method comprising: 

configuring a simple object access protocol (SOAP) message header associated 
with a SOAP message body to include message meta-data (Figure 2: 32a and 14b; col. 
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5, lines 20-67 and col. 6, lines 1-33) ; and a semantic type information (Figure 2:31b; 
active semantics). 

5. However, Sankar does not explicitly teach that the semantic type information is 
included in the message header describing at least a portion of the content of the SOAP 
message body so as to enable a receiver to interpret and process the content of the 
SOAP message body using the meta-data and included in the SOAP message header, 
thereby facilitating a dynamic exchange of semantic type information and meta-data 
information for open content message exchange between a sender and the receiver. 

6. Whereas, in the same field of endeavor Karamchedu discloses a method for 
semantic qualification and contextualization of electronic messages where semantic 
type qualifiers/information are included in the header within an electronic message ( 
paragraph 22). 

7. It would be obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Sankar's invention with Karamchedu's invention to include 
semantic type information in a header within a SOAP electronic message. One would 
be motivated to include semantic type information in the header section within an 



Application/Control Number: 10/648,685 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2195 

electronic message in order to facilitate semantic based searching, and post-processing 
of electronic messages ( Karamchedu s : abstract). 

8. As to claim 2, Sankar teaches, wherein said SOAP message header includes an 
extensible markup language (XML) schema for an XML type message (Figure 2: 14). 

9. As to claim 3, Sankar teaches, wherein said SOAP message header further includes 
at least one object system type (Figure 2; col. 5, lines 39-40; where the claimed 
element "POservice" of Sankar reference meets the claimed limitation of the claim). 

10. As to claim 4, Sankar teaches, wherein said SOAP message header further includes 
a resource description framework (RDF) description of the message ( Figure 2:30; col. 
6, lines 3-6). 

1 1 . As to claim 5, Sankar teaches, wherein said SOAP message header further includes 
a reference to <any> data included within the body of the SOAP message (col. 6, lines 
30-33). 
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12. As to claim 12, Sankar teaches, processing said meta-data with at least one meta- 
data processor, said meta- data processing being implemented with at least one of a 
SOAP processor and an XML processor; wherein said at least one meta-data processor 
and said at least one of a SOAP processor and an XML processor are configured to 
validate and map the extensible XML messages ( FIG. 2: 14 and 32a). 

13. As to claim 13, it rejected for the same reasons as claim 4 above. 

14. As to claim14, Sankar teaches, wherein said generating message meta-data further 
comprises associating, through a sender, the meta-data at runtime using 
application programming (API) interfaces (Figure 2: 28). 

15. As to claim 15, Sankar teaches, wherein said generating message meta-data further 
comprises associating, through a send side receiver, the meta-data at runtime based 
upon a defined message extension policy for an XML message (col. 6, lines 1-33). 

16. As to claims 16-18, they are rejected for the same reasons as claims 15 above. 

17. As to claim 19, Sankar teaches, wherein said one or more meta-data 
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processors created by said server side SOAP handler is configured to load an 
associated XML schema from a uniform resource identifier (URI) location specified in 
the SOAP header (col. 6, lines 10-20). 



18. As to claim 20, Sankar teaches, wherein said associating XML processor 
generates warning messages upon encountering at least one of XML elements and 
XML attributes that are unspecified by the XML schema (col. 6, lines 50-56). 

Conclusion 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Exr. Abdou Seye whose telephone number is (571) 270-1062. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, contact the examiner's supervisor, 
An Meng at (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for formal or official faxes to Technology 
Center 3600 is (571) 273-8300. Draft or informal faxes, which will not be entered in the 
application, may be submitted directly to the examiner at (571) 273-6722. Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-3600. 

/Meng-Ai An/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2195 



